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Presidents Message:  Thanks for all the hard work, long hours and doing such a Grand
job on our show. I am quite proud of all... together we created a fantastic show... we have
received many wonderful comments. 
  We have signed up many new members ..we are really growing nicely, we can continue to add 
more new members with shows like this show.
   The weekend after the show Bill Morgenstern lead us on a really nice fieldtrip..we found
many fossils and got to see Merritt Romans fantastic collection.. had a very nice picnic..
Thanks Bill for a job well done.. If anyone has any suggestions please feel free to call or
email me...I would love to hear from you.

Thanks
Wanda Reynolds
WCGMS President 2010-2011
dragon.reynolds@hotmail.com 
Phone# 512-338-9443 or 512-461-
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                       MARCH’S BIRTHSTONE IS  AQUAMARINE

The name aquamarine was derived by the Romans, “aqua” meaning water and
“mare” meaning sea,  because it looked like sea water. They were considered scared to
Neptune, god of the sea. This association with and safe voyages as well as protection against
perils and monsters of the sea. Its first documented use was by the Greeks between 480-300 
BC. They wore aquamarine amulets engraved with the god Poseidon on a chariot. Beginning
in the Roman period.

 The aquamarine was believed to possess medical and healing powers, curing, ailments of the
stomach, liver, jaws and throat. During the Middle Ages, it was believed to be an effective 
antidote against poison. Aquamarines were thought to be the source of power for soothsayers, 
who called it the “ magic mirror”, and used it for telling fortunes and answering questions 
about the future. It is said that Emperor Nero used it as a eyeglass 2,000 years ago, and much 
later aquamarines were used as eyeglasses in Germany to correct shortsightedness.  In fact,
the German name for eyeglasses today is “brill e”, derived from the mineral beryl.

Aquamarines vary in color from deep blue to blue-green of different intensities,  caused
by the trace of iron. Naturally  occurring deep blue stones are the most prized because they
are rare and expensive. However, yellow beryl stones can be heated to change them to blue 
aquamarines.

Old Miner’s Rule
from the Geode Strata Data 9/2005

While a miner’s tools, equipment, and personal belongings remain in or next to a digging, that 
is his until he relinquishes  it either by removing said property or announcing that he is finished 
digging in that area.  Furthermore, specimens or rocks cached on or near said personal property 
are also the property of the miner and shall not be touched or removed without his express 
permission. Every Rock hound should obey this rule.

Rock Show at  Live Oak Texas
Bill Morgenstern  and I went to the Rock Show in Live Oak, Texas Saturday the 19th, nice trip traffic
not to bad. The show was very good they had a large layout with about a 20’ table for the silent action, 
with boxes of rocks of all description, saws, tumblers, polishers and sanding wheels. They had some 
beautiful display cases  that different vendors had  set up and you could vote on the best display set up.
They had 28 vendor booths set up with a Geology Club Booth at the entrance which was maned by 
some very nice people that gave us some location in state where different items can be found.
 The prices were pretty good with some very nice purchases of jewelry, geodes , agates, palm wood  
 and many other minerals and gems. We saw two other members of the WCGMS at the show. After 
lunch we hit the back roads coming home scouting out new places for field trips in the future.
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    Some fun for the younger members
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  AZURITE
Cu3(CO3)2(OH)2
        Some minerals come in a variety of colors, so color isn’t always the best way to identify them. But 
azurite is always blue and leaves a light blue streak. The name is derived from lazhuward, the Persian 
word for “blue”. It forms either as deep-blue tabular crystal or pale-to-dark blue masses, nodules and 
crust. Its luster tends to be earthy or velvety when in massive form, but glassy in crystal form.
        Azurite forms from the weathering of copper, when cool, oxygen-rich groundwater seeps into 
rocks and veins containing metals near the earth’s surface, it creates what’s an “oxidation zone” that 
alters the metals. Thus, azurite turns into malachite. The two minerals often occur together in such 
close combination that inter-grown specimens of blue and green are called azur-malachite.
         Because azurite is composed of up to 55 percent copper, its primary use has been as copper ore. 
Famous deposits have been mind in France, Namibia, Russia, Zaire, Mexico and the American 
Southwest, particularly Arizona and Utah. Although it’s a soft mineral (Mohs 3.5-4), azurite is 
sometimes cut into cabochons for jewelry. It has been ground to produce a bright blue pigment. 
Renaissance artist favored it, but it had one disadvantage: if kept in a humid environment, the azurite 
absorbs water and turns to malachite. Over years, an azure-blue sky in a painting slowly fades to 
green...

James Brace-Thompson
Rock & Gem Magazine-Mar. 2011 

WCGMS NEWSLETTER
EDITORS NOTE:
If you have an item you would like to submit for the Newsletter submit it to:
rd4006@suddenlink.net 
Roger Dennen, Editor

mailto:rd4006@suddenlink.net
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Lampasas Field Trip:
 We had a wonderful field trip to Lampasas, TX, with about 2 hours spent at Mr.
Romans Rock Museum which by the way has hundreds of beautiful rocks displays 
from all over the world and he has them set up in magnificent displays, you name 
it and he has it. After the tour of his museum we enjoyed a sack lunch on the 
grounds, the weather was great and as always Bill Morgenstern did a wonderful 
job guiding us on another back road  fossil hunt with everyone finding some great 
fossil of sea creatures. After the main party completed their fossil hunt, 4 of us 
went on a scouting trip on other back roads in the area, finding several places that 
show great promise of many more field trips in this area, Thanks again Bill for 
another great fieldtrip.

Wonderful Speaker and Slide Show 
 
We had Mr. Brad Cross as our speaker at the March meeting, he is an author, great 
speaker and has traveled all over Northern Mexico gathering agates and geodes. 
Brad and his son gave about a hour talk along with a slide presentation on 
Northern Mexico and the different place he gathered agates of all type and small 
geodes accompanied by color slides of some of the most beautiful,  cut and 
polished agates. The colors were breath taking and needless to say Brad has very 
large assortment. The slide show included pictures of the different areas that most 
were found in on different ranches in Northern Mexico around Chihuahua area.
Brad brought some of his books along for people to buy and several were sold to 
happy customers. Wonderful show and great speaker who is most welcome back 
anytime.
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